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Winners of the raffle.

Colette Steenveldt, Robyn Steenveldt and Charmaigne Perrett.

Hope and unity bloom at Norscot's Secret Garden

Ditiro Masuku
ditirom@caxton.co.za

On September 7, Norscot’s Secret
Garden bloomed with hope and
unity as a group of women, bound
by their determination to fight
cancer and cherish life, gathered
for a delightful high tea hosted

by Warriors with a Purpose
organisation, founder Renée
‘Ney’ Singh.

While dressed in floral
finery, the attendees indulged
in sweet delights and warm
camaraderie, making the day a
vibrant celebration of spring’s
renewal and the power of female
connection.

The high tea event also served
as a fundraising initiative to
support the organisation’s cancer
awareness campaigns and various
community-driven projects, aimed
at making a meaningful difference
in the lives of those in need.

“This was our first high tea

event and the support was great.
We have invited various guests
such as Lindie Liebenberg being

a cancer warrior as well and had
54 chemotherapy treatments. We
have collaborated with her and she
came out to share her story with
other women.”

Singh emphasised the
importance of hosting such events,
citing the alarming number of
people who remain misinformed
or unaware about cancer, and the
need for increased awareness and
education to address this gap.

“I also survived breast cancer
and even though I am a cancer
advocate, every day is a learning
experience for me. I have learned
only one and not even the 99% of
cancer because there is a lot to be
learnt. We have acknowledge all
kinds of cancer at the organisation
during our support groups both
male and female, young and old
and all races because cancer does
not choose.”
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Melanie Kallie, Aston-Rae Kallie, Seshnee Ponnen, Veanne Morgan and

Tara Moodley.

Olwen Hargreaves and Jocelyn
Moodley.

Interior designer adds that dash of luxury

Ditiro Masuku
ditirom@caxton.co.za

From a young age, Ntongase
Mathabela, who resides in
Sunninghill, was fascinated
by the world of art and design,
spending hours painting,
drawing, and experimenting with
different creative expressions.
With her mom’s
encouragement, she turned
her own home into a stunning
space with limited resources.
Although life took her on a
different path, with degrees in
sports management and business
administration, her love for
interior design never faded.
Now, she has leveraged social
media to share her talents,
inspiring countless individuals
with her dreamy makeovers,
including a stunning shack-to-
luxury-bedroom transformation.
Through her journey,
Mathabela proved that beautiful
design is accessible to all, and
her dream has evolved into a
successful business, touching
hearts and spaces along the way.
“I believe that stunning spaces
can be created with limited
resources, and I'm committed to
making luxurious and beautiful
spaces accessible to all.”
Mathabela launched Nto
Interiors, to break the barriers
which makes interior design
seem pricey. She said she
believes every home has the

potential to be beautifully
designed.

“I want to be remembered for
making interior design accessible
to everyone, regardless of size
or budget.”

She said her approach to design
is all about infusing the client’s
personality into the space while
delivering affordable luxury.

“I keep myself updated through
extensive research on seasonal
styles, following established
national and international interior
designers, and window shopping
for furniture, materials, and
accessories. I also listen to design
podcasts, watch the latest design
shows, and take free online
courses to continually hone my
craft and improve with each
project.”

When asked what opportunities
exist in the interior design
industry, and how young people
can get involved, she said there
are numerous opportunities in the
interior design industry.

“If you position yourself
well and showcase your work.
Attending exhibitions and
interning can help build your
skills. Self-learning is key to
understanding your craft and
finding your unique style.”

She highlighted the importance
of understanding clients’
needs and budgets, saying,
“Understanding what is realistic
for my clients is essential,
allowing me to tailor their

spaces to their budgets and
expectations.”

As Nto Interiors continues to
grow, Mathabela envisions her
business poised for exponential
growth. She hopes to impact
the interior design industry by
making luxurious and beautiful
spaces accessible to everyone.

“Never underestimate your
skills, even when feeling
overwhelmed,” she advises
aspiring interior designers and
entrepreneurs.

“Strong interpersonal skills
are crucial, and understanding
key business functions like
sales, marketing, and finance is
essential to pricing your services
correctly.”

Ntongase Mathabela



